
Calls

ur environment is as temperamental and variable as 

we are – but its wrath speaks louder than the deafening 

silence with which we address its complaints about how 

we use and abuse it.

Extreme conditions cry out for extreme measures. The utter 

up calls for us all to rise to rescue both humankind and the 

environment.

Just think about the mutual relationship between earth and 

emits back infrared radiation by the natural greenhouse 

effect. This has made our planet some 30oC warmer than 

level of natural greenhouse gases that achieve this effect in the 

our environment.

Germs and bacteria cannot be seen with the naked eye but this 

does not nullify their existence: they manifest themselves in 

the form of disease. The same holds true for the malevolent 

gases which are causing changes in the global climate that may 

natural gas generates carbon dioxide (CO
2
); agriculture and 

changes in land use emit methane and nitrous oxide; vehicular 

exhaust fumes and industrial gases linger in the air; all work 

collectively to disturb the intricate balance of the interchange 

between our planet and the sun.

cause acid rain and poor air quality. 

themselves in the aberrations and irregularities that we see in 

of thunderstorms and hurricanes. 

or negative (reinforcing it). Positive feedback loopholes have 

Climate change is characterised by increasing sea and air 

2
 absorption. 

conditions for planktonic life and thus plankton absorption of 

CO
2
. The warming also generates high levels of atmospheric 

level increases of two feet by the year 2050. One billion people 

– 17 per cent of the world’s population – live on land likely 

lying countries hardest hit. The potential refugee problem will 

worsen the global situation.

Recent studies suggest that there is a critical point at 

which positive feedback loops become dominant and render 

further increases in temperature independent of any reduction 
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and policy for maintaining life on our planet for the coming 

consumption and by opting for less now in order to have 

more in the future. We must adopt a strongly negative carbon 

“We cannot afford any further delay in effective action. 

in carrying it through to completion. It also threatens our 

ability to regain control before the system is overwhelmed by 

the positive feedback loops and drifts inexorably into runaway 

global warming. To allow the collusional vested interests of the 

do not wish to believe that humanity is that mad.”

Let’s act now before we become nomads following a mirage 

in search of an oasis in the middle of a desert 

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan is founder and director of the Hashemite Aid and Relief 

Agency, Centre for Educational Development, and the Institute 

of Diplomacy, and President of the Club of Rome.

in human generated greenhouse gases. Even if we drastically 

reduce GHG emissions today our planet will continue to heat 

for decades.

undernourished and there are 50 million starvation-related 

and twice as many lack basic sanitation.

Factor in the world’s ever increasing population (now at 

countries (which account for 98 per cent of the annual 

the concept of environmental catastrophe becomes inevitable.

Forty per cent of our remaining forests will disappear by the 

Enormous stress is being put on the Earth’s recuperative 

powers to sustain the world’s growing population. Twenty 

mega cities already have hazardous air quality. Heavy metal 

levels exceed safe parameters in most cities’ drinking water. 

never been tested for their effects on the environment and 

are both dangerous and found throughout our food chain . 

spills and other contaminants threatening aquatic resources 

disposal methods pose further problems as burning pollutes the 

destroys the aquatic environment.

and tackle our environmental challenges and their underlying 

causes has blossomed in many invaluable initiatives and 

Contract” of the Global Marshall Plan by Dr. Radermacher; the 

Meadows Report presented to the Club of Rome on the “Limits 

to Growth”; the Trans-Mediterranean Renewable Energy 

October.

as we continue with our carbon-rich lifestyle. R
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