TUNZA

the UNEP Magazine for Youth is available at
www.ourplanet.com

United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)

PO Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel (254 20) 7621 234

Fax (254 20) 7623 927

Telex 22068 UNEP KE

E-mail uneppub@unep.org
WwWw.unep.org

ISSN 1727-8902

Director of Publication Eric Falt
Coordinator Wondwosen Asnake

Editor Geoffrey Lean

Guest Editors Karen Eng and Erin Senff
Nairobi Coordinator Naomi Poulton
Circulation Manager Manyahleshal Kebede

Youth Contributors Alaa Tarig Ahmed, Bahrain;
Sylvain Chevalier, France; Lau Tsun Ming, Hong Kong
(China); Maurice Odera, Kenya; Eoin O'Riordan,
Ireland; Elizabeth Tubbs, United Kingdom

Other Contributors David Flower, Sasa Music;
Isabelle Brugnon and Georgette Gobina, UNESCO;
Joyce Hannah, UNCCD; Rosey Simonds and David
Woollcombe, Peace Child International; Andrew
Spalton, Diwan of the Royal Court of Oman

Design Edward Cooper, Ecuador

Web Editor Graham Barden

Production Banson

Head, UNEP’s Children and Youth/Sport and
Environment Unit Theodore Oben

Printed in the United Kingdom

The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of UNEP or the editors, nor are they
an official record. The designations employed and the
presentation do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of UNEP concerning the legal
status of any country, territory or city or its authority, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

The non-copyrighted contents of this magazine may be
reprinted without charge provided that TUNZA and the
author or photographer concerned are credited as the
source and the editors are notified in writing and sent a
voucher copy.

TUNZA welcomes articles, reviews, illustrations and
photos for publication but cannot guarantee that they
will be published. Unsolicited manuscripts, photographs
and artwork will not be returned.

Subscriptions If you wish to receive TUNZA on a regular
basis and are not currently on the mailing list, please
contact Manyahleshal Kebede, Circulation Manager,
TUNZA, for subscription details, giving your name and
address and your preferred language (English, French
or Spanish).

Change of address Please send your address label
together with your new address to: Manyahleshal
Kebede, Circulation Manager, TUNZA, UNEP, PO Box
30552, Nairobi, Kenya.

UNEP promotes environmentally friendly prac-
tices globally and in its own activities. This
magazine is printed on 100% recycled, chlorine-
free paper using vegetable-based inks.

TUNZA Vol 4 No 1

Editorial

Save our soil
Gaining ground
Year of change
Desert joy

Desert diversity

Contents

O VvV ® & >

TUNZA answers your questions 10
Argan — tree of life 11
Running dry 12
Virtual water — a reality 13
Pick up your pencil! 14
Out of the ashes 14
Water for thirsty lands 16
The art of survival 18
Music from empty spaces 18
Droughts in the driest places 20
Shifting sands 21
More desert diversity 21
7 regions, 7 deserts 22

P2

AN

i

UNEP

R
Qt<41/

Partners for Youth
and the Environment

UNEP and Bayer, the German-based
international enterprise involved in
health care, crop science and materials
science, are working together to
strengthen young people’s environmental
awareness and engage children and
youth in environmental issues
worldwide.

A partnership agreement lays down a
basis for UNEP and Bayer, who have
collaborated on projects in the Asia and
Pacific region for nearly 10 years, to step

up current projects, transfer successful
initiatives to other countries and develop
new youth programmes. Projects include:
TUNZA Magazine, the International
Children’s Painting Competition on

the Environment, the Bayer Young
Environmental Envoy in Partnership with
UNEP, the UNEP TUNZA International
Youth Conference, youth environmental
networks in Asia Pacific, the Asia-Pacific
Eco-Minds Forum and a photo
competition, ‘Ecology in Focus’, in
Eastern Europe.



€ Hispaniola is a marvel: hills
and mountains; plains and
meadows; land beauteous
and fertile for cultivation and
harvest, for all manner of

livestock, and for dwellings

and townships. 9

Christopher Columbus

in a letter of 1492 describing the
island now comprising Haiti and the
Dominican Republic. Haiti, its hillsides
stripped bare, has become the poorest
country in the Americas.
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Congratulations to Lau Tsun Ming from
Hong Kong (China), global winner of the
15th International Children’s Painting
Competition on the Environment. The
competition has been held every year
since 1990 and has received more than
170,000 entries from children in over
100 countries.

¢ T torests precede civilization,” it is

Fsaid, ‘deserts follow’. It has been
so since humanity first settled down
from a nomadic life. More than 3,000
years ago, Gilgamesh — the world’s first
ever written story — warned against the
cutting down of the cedar forests of
Mesopotamia. It went unheeded and
the region is now desert, with Uruk —
the great city where it was written
— no more than a bump in the sand.
Plato lamented how ancient Greece
had been stripped of trees and soil,
while the Mayan civilization of Latin
America also partly owed its demise
to desertification.

Now the same process threatens
much of the world. Land degradation
affects one third of the Earth’s land
surface and endangers the health and
livelihoods of over a billion people,
more than one in every seven people on
the planet. Over 100 countries — rich
and poor — are affected. So is every
continent apart from Antarctica. It is
probably the world’s most widespread
environmental crisis.

For the first time, however, the
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world is at least recognizing the
problem. An international treaty — the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification — came into force 10
years ago. And 2006 has been desig-
nated by the United Nations as the
International Year of Deserts and
Desertification to try to call attention to
the issue. This is also the theme of the
worldwide celebrations of this year’s
World Environment Day.

Sadly, progress in tackling the
problem over the last decade has been
painfully slow. Perhaps because it
mainly affects marginalized and poor
peoples — often from ethnic minorities
— it has rarely been a top priority of
most governments or of the interna-
tional community. And yet the longer it
is ignored, the worse it gets, putting all
our futures at risk. It is a tall order to
reverse the trend of thousands of years,
to turn back the desertifying blight that
has both doomed successive civili-
zations and been their legacy. But it
has to be done — and done within the
lifetime of our generation. We must
seize the challenge.

Deserts & Drylands
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